


@
I3 C®I(C

Lizbld. RSvF747DT7v—TTY,

3_
oF

T AL AD

BB OEPIRTIAH D £ A

o

jd
R

5 HFABATSE ToHL

RO EPI LIS T2 LI TE S A,

o) 1213 A Lehuw LedLz +oHu

LA2rL. FRIZDVWTOBAHED @ #H #RBT 2 I3 T T4,

<z LsrLa 1213 A JLa

¥ A C
ALSADBEDO R H . El$o> E‘ NI Zrid, L<CZFERNTL LD,

I

eI LE

h L & %z b
Baid. LTV BELENEOZ BN TV3 DT,

o

Ho1-HT, AN HH D IHA

1213 A L:?L% L2bA

I, ALIAD. BRO® Dib\z‘ob\u\tﬂav oEbL EF?LJ?Z

Z RN
EEDENDH - T, #%<_t#f§ WD TIEHZWTL L ) ?

b1zl ZF ALy L:?L% OB

Al Fh b S DT DB A A 4088 L $ 1

I2IEALCA f_fn ENE-T] L VAL o) t{-oww
BAALGOHTHEBIZH->TVWE, ¥ LTARUYLZ %288 L 7,

r< 213 A Lo L2t 929 *oFs) D
FIZ. BAMAR TS T 2512, K% $¥Lfmé:tﬁﬁwf
—a_o

’J&)w;‘yw MHua e

Pehfel I L7

2oL

) L b} AHi<
SBld. ¥ H-TIEILL T, SKESRE

|||| &

5 X LADL NAD

E=)
BFC, EFIZOWTEZTCAHAIFLLEY !

JSAEEN rRFICIVNCVA

FlyvtedR, FARX—vF4r®i. TSUBRFRE. v~ vKR=»



o
FIRST OF ALL

We are a volunteer group.

We are not education experts.

We can’t give specialist explanations about schools.

However, we can tell you what most Japanese people know about

schools.

No doubt you know that common knowledge about schools in
your country and common knowledge about schools in Japan is
different.

Because it's common knowledge that’s thought to be obvious,
nobody sees the need to explain it again.

Also, even if you think it's strange and want to ask somebody, it

can be difficult to ask in Japanese, can't it?

Because of this, we are going to explain Japanese common
knowledge about schools.

We’'ll explain what is normal for Japanese people, and other
important things.

In Japan it's important to graduate from high school to get a job.
Today, we are holding a high school information session to try and

pass this knowledge on.

Think about high school together as a family!
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try to go to high school!

@ What is High School?

In Japan, nearly all junior high school students (98%) go on to high school.
This is because a lot of Japanese companies want to hire high school
graduates. It’s important to graduate from high school if you want to do a
specialist or technical job. The kind of job you can do and the kind of pay
you can receive changes if you graduate from high school. So you should

4

High School (3 years)

| Get a job
f A A A
Postgrad
(2-5yrs)
Specialist Course
University - - D (2 years)
(4 years) Junior College Vocational
(2 years) School @)
* 4 Technical College 5
(5 years) @

4

4

=

Junior High School (3 years)

Even if you don't go to high school, there are ways of continuing your education to

university level, or to keep studying at ‘free schools’ (71)—ZX%Y—)L).
However the quickest and cheapest way to increase your choice of future jobs is to

go to high school, so please think about it.
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@ What Job Can | Do If | Go to High School?

college, mean that you have to go through high school first.

For example, a doctor, nurse, school or nursery school teacher, or
beautician. Technical jobs like an architect or engineer also need a high
school diploma. So follow your dreams and go to high school!

Here are the results for a questionnaire about the top 20 dream jobs for junior high
School students. Think about what you need for the job you want to do.

O...qualification is necessary

A\...even though a qualification is not necessary, high school or university level education is required.

Usually you need a high school diploma to do any job.

Jobs that don’t require high school graduates usually either require a
special ability, or are unstable jobs like agency or part-time jobs.
Also, jobs that require qualifications from a university or technical

Junior High School Boys

Junior High School Girls

1. Baseball player O 1. Nursery school/ kindergarten teacher
2. Soccer player O | 2. Nurse
O | 3. School teacher 3. Manga writer / illustrator
O 4. Doctor 4. Singer / celebrity
A i 5. Government worker O 5. Beautician / hairdresser
O 6. Engineer /mechanic O 6. School teacher
O 7. Car mechanic / designer O | 7. Animal trainer
A 8. Game designer O | 8. Baker/ pastry chef
8. Singer / celebrity 9. Fashion designer
O i 10. Lawyer /judge O i 10. Interpreter / translator
A 11, Researcher / professor O 11, Vet
O i 11. Chef/ cook O 12, Care worker
A | 13. Programmer O  13. Chef/ cook
A i 14, Office worker 14, Animal groomer
A i 15, Police officer A 14, Police officer
A i 15, Firefighter 16. Author
O | 15. Railroad (train driver etc.) O  17. Pharmacist
15. Carpenter A | 18. Flight attendant
19. Basketball player 19. Artist / photographer
O  20. Architect 20. Nail / make-up artist

(Note) Some jobs like government worker, police officer and member of the SDF can
only be done by Japanese people. If you take Japanese nationality you can do
them. It's important, so talk to a lot of people and find out more.

2
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@ What Different Kinds of High School Are There?

There are lots of different kinds of high school.

There are high schools where you study to get basic knowledge in

subjects with the aim of continuing to university, and there are high
schools where you learn specialist or technical skills immediately. Think
about what job you want to do when choosing your high school. Talk to

your school teachers and Japanese people you know about future
possibilities and jobs in Japan.

There are 3 basic kinds of high school study. More than 90% of children go to full-
time high schools.

Full Time Go to school during daytime

Go to school at fixed times for a few hours during the day

Part Time or at night.

Distance Do distance learning at home. Don’t go to school.

There are 3 kinds of full-time school: general, technical, and integrated
60% of children go to general high schools.

future possibilities and jobs. After going to general high school
you can study for a specialist job. If you have many ambitions
for the future, a general high school is good.

General high schools leave you with the greatest choice of
[ General ]

Also, most children who want to go to university go to general
high schools. If you go to university, you have a better chance
of getting a good job with higher pay. The number of children
who continue to university depends on the high school. If you
want to continue to university choose a shingakko (a school
where many students go on to university).
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So students can start a specialist job immediately after
[[ Technical ] graduating, they learn knowledge and skills necessary for jobs
in industry, business, agriculture, etc. It's possible to continue
to university from a technical high school, but it's more difficult

than from a general high school.

® Industry [Takaoka Kogei, Tonami Kogyo, Toyama Kogyo, etc.]
Study the latest technology with machines (electricity, etc.) and design. Depending
on the school you might study resources and the environment, robots or
something else.

® Business [Takaoka Shogyo, Toyama Shogyo, etc.]
Study relating to business, such as bookkeeping, information management, sales
experience, and aimed at getting various qualifications.

® Agriculture [Chuo Nogyo, Nanto Fukuno, etc.]

A wide variety of subjects including biotechnology, cultivation and breeding.

® Nursing [Toyama Izumi]

Study towards national nursing qualification.

® Welfare [Himi, Nanto Fukuno]
Study of social welfare for people who want to become care

(
® International Studies [Fushiki, Shikino, etc.]
Study languages like English, Chinese and Portuguese with the aim of getting an
international job in the future.

A high school where you can choose both general and
{ Integrated technical subjects, according to your ability

[Toyama Izumi, Kosugi, etc.]
Choose general and technical subjects depending on your ability.

%On page 14 there is a list of high schools in Toyama Prefecture.
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Can Anyone Go to High School?

High school is not open to everyone. There is an entrance exam.

You have to pass the entrance exam.

Prefectural high schools have the same questions in their exams but
depending on the school the pass mark may be very different. Talk to your
school teachers about your ability and the pass mark for the school you
want to go to. Then start studying for the entrance exam.

What you need to take

a high school entrance exam

To be 15 or older on 1 April of the year you start school, and to match one of the
following 4 conditions.

@ To have graduated from a Japanese junior high school, or to be going to
graduate in March.

@ To have completed nine years of education in another country.

@ If you haven't completed 9 years of education in another country, it's necessary
to transfer to a Japanese junior high school and graduate.
X Graduation from a Brazilian school in Japan is not a qualification.

@ Pass the Junior High School Graduation Equivalency Exam

(Note) The test in (4) is very difficult. You should aim to complete junior high school.
If you don't, it will be very difficult to find a job. If you really don’t want to go
to school, don't just quit, but talk to your teachers about other ways of
graduating from junior high school.

Entrance Exams

<Full Time>

Achievement Test (Math, English, Japanese, Science, Social Studies)
General and Official Transcript.

Selection There is an achievement test around 10 March. It is the same
everywhere in the prefecture. The official transcript is your school’s
assessment of you, based on your grades, attendance, and
participation in school and club activities.

If you are recommended by your junior high school head teacher you
only need to have an interview, write an essay, and take the test. The
interviews are around 10 February. You also submit an official
transcript. Only a few students can be recommended, so talk to your
teacher.

N (5 )

Special
Selection
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< Part Time> | Thereis a 1st and 2nd selection.
Achievement Test (Math, Japanese), Interview, Essay, Official
Transcript

The pass mark may be very different depending on the high school. The high schools
you can choose depend on your ability.

Think about the schools that match your ability, and the schools you want to go to,
and ask your teacher at school.

Although they are not official, you can find the pass marks for schools on the internet.

*Whether you pass or not is decided from your achievement test and transcript.
Achievement Test 200 marks
40 marks for each subject (Math, English, Japanese, Science, Social Studies)
Transcript 150 marks
Achievements in 2nd and 3rd grade.

2nd grade: 9 subjects x 5 levels =45 marks
3rd grade: 9 subjects x 5 levels x 2 =90 marks
Special activities (club etc.) =15 marks
Total marks 150 marks
High marks ~<———Achievement Test —> Low marks
High marks
T If either is in the top 10%, that result only

may be used.

Official Transcript

l

Low marks

School test results, club activity and attendance are used for the official transcript
sent to high schools, so they are very important.

Study builds on what's been learnt in elementary school. If there’s anything you
don’t understand, ask your teacher or at a school support volunteer group.

5
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4 N
Q What's the Entrance Exam Schedule?

The entrance exam schedule is from January to March.
Quickly choose the school you want to go to, and start studying.
You can take 2 exams, one for a prefectural high school, and one for a

private high school, so if you do, aim your study for both exams.

The entrance exam schedule is roughly as follows:

. Prefectural High School
Appg:;:lgwate Private High School
Full Time Part Time
7-Jan Special Selection application
11-Jan Special Selection exam
15-Jan Special Selection results
20-Jan General application
3-Feb Special Selection application
5-Feb General entrance exam
10-Feb Special Selection exam General results
15-Feb Special Selection results
. Around 24 February ]

20-F I licat ’

0-Feb General application partial school fees of S
25-Feb Credit-based HS application around 40 000 yen must
10-Mar General exam Credit-based HS exam be paid or you can’t enter.

The money will not be —
17-Mar General results Credit-based HS results Qeturned. )
18-Mar 2nd application Non-credit HS application
25-Mar 2nd results Non-credit HS exam
29-Mar Non-credit HS results

There is a chance to apply
29-Mar again later

Many children take 2 exams, one for a prefectural and one for
a private high school. Usually they take one for the school they
want to go to most, and one for a school they think they can
definitely get into. The results for private high schools come
out before the exams for prefectural high schools.

Please bear in mind, that at this time you have to pay around 40 000 yen entrance fees
to the private high school or you will not be able to enter, even if you fail the prefectural
high school exam. Also, if you pass the prefectural exam and choose to go there, the

money will not be returned. If you can’t afford to pay this money, carefully choose a
prefectural high school that you can definitely pass the entrance exam for.

N (7
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What Kind of Questions do They Ask in
Entrance Exams?

Past entrance exams are freely available. They are sold at bookshops, so
check what kind of questions they have.

There are questions from the school textbook in entrance exams.

Pay attention in class and study the textbook questions well.

Also, work hard on school question papers and printouts.

The entrance exam questions test your basic knowledge and applied understanding.
For the basic knowledge questions you should practice arithmetic and kaniji.

In the applied understanding questions, you need to use a combination of basic
knowledge.

It’s important to first increase your basic knowledge.

Review the questions you know again so you don’t make mistakes.

In Toyama Prefecture, from 2012, foreign students who've been in the
prefecture for less than 6 years can have papers with furigana written on. If not
being able to read kanji will make the test more difficult for you, then talk to
your homeroom teacher.
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What Do You Do at High School,
Other Than Study?

Q There are club activities in nearly all high schools. Most high school

students take part in club activities. There are national competitions for
both sports and cultural activities.

Many sports stars improve at clubs before becoming professional.
Scouts sometimes come to watch matches.

You can enjoy club activities as well as studying.

At each high school, there is also a school cultural festival and sports day.
Some high schools have ski trips and long distance competitions.
Some high schools go on trips to other countries.

You need money to do these things so save up.

® Schools with strong teams
-Soccer [Toyama Daiichi]
-Judo [Kosugi]
-Baseball [Toyama Kogyo, Toyama Kokusaidai Fuzoku, Takaoka Shogyo]
-Sumo [Takaoka Koryo]
-Handball [Takaoka Koryo, Himi]

® Schools with unusual clubs
- Cutter (sailing) [Yatsuo]
-Cheerleading [Toyama Shogyo]
- Fencing [Toyama Nishi]
-Cycling [Himi]

There are lots of other sports and cultural clubs (drama, brass band, broadcasting,
choir). Try and find out more.
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\
How Much Does High School Cost?

There’s a big difference in how much prefectural high schools and private
high schools cost. As prefectural schools are run by the prefecture, the
entrance fees and so on are cheap. Private high schools can cost around 2
or 3 times as much as prefectural schools.

Prefectural High School Private High School National
Full Time Part Time  [|*Differentateach school | Technical College
Joining the School
Exam fee 2.200 yen 950 yen around 7.000 yen 16.500 yen
Entrance fee 5.650 yen 2.100 yen around 130.000 yen 84.600 yen

Uniform, etc. about 60.000 yen

Other, class fees, etc.

Depends on the number of credits. About 3,000 yen/month. 56.400 to 117.300 yen/half year

5000 to 30.000 yen/month
the expense

of class fees

The actual amount payable will vary if Senior High School Fees Funding(p.11) is applied for.

Text books |around 15.000 yen

Other

around 10.000 yen [around 20.000 yen [around 20.000 yen

A lot of money for other things including for PTA, clubs, books, study materials, transport to/from school, and school trips.

»¢Sportswear and shoes are also necessary. The prices vary by school. The examples are

from 2010.

oTakaoka Ryukoku Koto

oTakaoka Daiichi Koto Gakko

oTakaoka Koryo Koto

Gakko Gakko
*Uniform: (M) ¥63 000 *Uniform: (M) ¥58 800 *Uniform: (M) ¥46 200
(F) ¥66 000 (F) ¥76 600 (F) ¥45 600

*Sports: (M/F) ¥18 000
*Sports shoes (indoor) ¥6000
(outdoor) ¥6000

*Sports : (M/F) ¥15 000

* Sports shoes (indoor sandals) ¥1500

(for school grounds) ¥3900
(gym shoes) ¥3800

*Sports (including shoes)
(M/F) ¥21 000

Plan to spend about 200-450 thousand yen when you enter High School.
There are lots of scholarship grants and exemptions at private schools.
To learn more ask at each school.
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4 N
Q What If | Don’t Have Any Money?

system for borrowing money for education. After you get a job you
gradually pay it back. It depends on your family’s income and your
results at school whether you can borrow money or not.

New High School Entrance (for entrants from 2014 onwards)

® Senior High School Fees Funding

Funds must be applied for. Funds are provided to pay for school fees (repayment

Q For students expected to graduate, and who want to study, there is a

isnot necessary). Somebody at the school will receive the fund and pay the fees on
behalf of the student. The amount of funding depends on household income. If the
funding is not enough to cover the fees, you will have to pay the rest.

Please apply for funding to the Senior High School that you enter.

® Senior High School Student Grant
This is available for other educational expenses, not school fees (repayment is not
necessary). The grant must be applied for. Eligibility for the grant is decided
according to household income. Please apply to the high school that you enter.

#kIf you plan to enter a High School in a different prefecture please contact the
offices below for more information.
Toyama Prefecture

-Prefectural High School
Prefectural School, Education Division ‘Public Senior High School Grant Payment’ Tel: 0764 44 3448
-Private High School

Prefectural Policy Department, Private Education Director ‘Private Senior High School Grant Payment’
Tel: 0764 44 3159

Scholarship System

® Toyama Scholarship (Public money from the prefecture)
The parents/guardians must live in the prefecture. (A High School outside the
prefecture is also OK.) Family income is considered when making a decision. Eg, a
family with four members (two children) must earn less than 8 650 000 yen per year.
The money must be repaid. Please apply to the High School that you enter.

There are many other ways of getting scholarship money apart from public money.
Try to find out more.

Some high schools do not allow students to have part-time jobs. If you want to get a
part-time job, check with your school.

N 1)
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<> School year/class meetings

< Three-way meetings

<>

~

When Can Parents/Guardians Talk About Their
Children’s Future With Schools?

At Japanese schools there are times when parents/guardians can talk to
teachers about their children.

Please use these opportunities to talk about school life and going on to
high school.

If necessary, you can ask for an interpreter.

Home Visits

School teachers visit students’ homes.
They discuss the children’s situation at school and home.

Parents’/Guardians’ Meetings

Parents/guardians gather at school, hear a speech from the head teacher, and talk
to homeroom teachers.
The focus is school life in general.

The child, parent/guardian and teacher meet and share opinions, discussing
the child’s present goals and future possibilities.

Please take part in the three-way meetings. Ask for time off work to attend.
If an interpreter is necessary, ask the school or bring somebody with you.

Individual meetings
Parents/guardians talk to teachers about children’s individual problems and
worries.
If an interpreter is necessary, ask the school or bring somebody with you.
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Check What Happens in the Three Years of
Junior High School! Talk About It Together.

A new start! It's important to get into
the daily routine of study and review.

This is also when you decide which club

to join.

Tests your first year of study. Find out
what your problem areas are.

At this meeting you talk about what
high school you want to go to. This is
when many students start thinking
about the entrance exams.

N D S

Some people go to open days to help
them choose which high school to aim

for. Going to an open day can help get
you motivated

~

/

Students stop club activity and focus on

the entrance exams.

J

A busy time with school activities and
future plans. It's important to have a

good school routine by this stage.

~

At this time, the final evaluation for
three years of school is decided. At the
three-way meeting it’s time to make a
decision about where to apply to, and

exam application procedures begin.

Apr Entrance ceremony
« Term1 May = Mid-term test
I
)
. Jul End-of-term test
(%]
~+
< Oct | Mid-term test
®  Term2
= Nov | End-of-term test
Term 3 Mar = End-of-year test
May | Mid-term test
Term 1
E Jul End-of-term test
) .
N Oct Mid-term test
a
< Term2 Nov | End-of-term test
o)
2 Dec ' Three-way meeting
Term 3 Mar | End-of-year test
May | Mid-term test
May-Jun  School trip
Term 1 Jul End-of-term test
Aug High school open day
Summer Stop club activity
to Autumn
Three-way meeting
; . .
T Oct Schc'>o| information
wn session
w .
= Mid-term test
o
Term 2
_<
® Jun-Nov | Future plans survey
o
Nov  End-of-term test
Three-way
meeting -
Dec- : g. :
final decision
Jan
about schools to
Term 3 apply to
Jan-Feb = Apply to high schools
Jan-Mar = Entrance exams

N

/

®
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\
High Schools and Technical Colleges in
Toyama Prefecture

E LT (Toyama City) B (Takaoka City) v )
Erefecturalllis Prefectural HS () ePrefectural High School
¢Chuuou Nogyo eTakaoka - -
eYatsuo 5k B (Himi City) e Takaoka Kogei mPrefectural Special High School
eToyama Nishi | prefectural HS eTakaoka Shogyo *Private High School A Other Private
eToyama eHimi e Fushiki #National Technical College
eToyama Chubu eTakaoka Minami I J
eToyama Hokubu eFukuoka — . -
eToyama Kogyo eShikino (credit) AT (Namerikawa) |

(also part-time) Private HS Prefectlfral HS AEH (Nyuzen)
eToyama Shogyo * Takaoka Daiichi *Namerikawa Prefectural HS
eToyama lzumi *Takaoka Ryukoku ®Nyuzen
eToyama Higashi "»~ | xTakaoka Koryo 17K (Imizu City)
e Toyama Minami I? Prefectural Special HS Prefectural HS
eKureha mTakaoka Shien eKosugi
eYuho (credit/ distance) aTakaoka Chokaku eDaimon
National Technical College Sogo Shien Shinminato
®Toyama Kosen mKoshi Shien National Technical
(Hongo Campus) (Komadori Campus) College
Private HS mTakaoka Koto Shien #Toyama Kosen
* Ryukoku Toyama (Imizu Campus)
* Fujikoshi Kogyo

* Toyama Daiichi

*Toyama Kokusai Daigaku - /'jJJJ\ Z &8 (Kurobe City)
Fuzoku Prefectural HS
* Koho eSakurai

Prefectural Special HS

mNiikawa Sogo Shien
Takaoka [

fiE™ (Uozu City)
Prefectural HS
eUozu

eUozu Kogyo
eNiikawa Midorino
(part-time/ credit)

* Katayama Gakuen

Other Private

AToyama YMCA

A Toyama-ken Ishikai Kango
Senmon Gakko (pre-nursing)
A Toyama Fashion

A Toyama Daiichi Gakuin

A Seisa Kokusai

A Try-shiki Koto Gakuin

A NHK Gakuen Koko Private HS

Prefectural Special HS * Niikawa

mToyama Shikaku Sogo Shien

-Tf)yama Chokaku Sogo ™ (Nanto City) 3L ILET (Tateyama)

S;":f‘ hi Prefectural HS Prefectural HS

mhiratori Shien eNanto Fukuno . . eOyama

mToyama Koto Shien eNanto Taira i}ﬁ,}*x’fﬁict(Tor;al-rlnsl City) (credit/ distance)

mToyama Sogo Shien Prefectural Special HS retectiira

mKoshi Shien mTonami Sogo Shien oTonam!

mFurusato Shien e Tonami Kogyo LT (Kamiichi)

mToyama Daigaku | /N&#&RT (Oyabe City) Otbher Private Prefectural HS

Fuzoku Shien Prefectural HS A Sogo College SEO eKamiichi
elsurugi Prefectural Special HS

eOyabe Engei (credit) mTonami Higashi Shien
\ eTonamino (credit)) @/
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